ABC NEWS- GULF WAR BEGINS- 11:30 P.M E.T 
-1:38 A.M E.T (1-16-1991) 


https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=3VAHBxOCh4M (hitps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3 VAHBxOCh4M 





Uploaded by DANNOTCH'S NEWSVIDEOS 
(https://Awww.youtube.com/channel/UC7X0LKts7k4FT498ld_x5sq) on Wed Feb 17 2021. 


From Wednesday, January 16th, 1991 ABC News live coverage of the opening hours of the 1991 Persian 
Gulf War with ABC NEWS Peter Jennings and Ted Koppel. 


e Coverage runs from 11:30 P.M E.T - 1:38 A.M E.T 


00:00:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=3VAHBxOCh4M) 


[Music] this is abc news nightline now reporting from new york peter jennings i'm peter jennings good 
evening again it is 11 30 eastern time it is 7 30 in the morning in baghdad the sun is up and iraqis in the 
capital city and elsewhere around the country are emerging to see what the u.s the british and to some 
extent the french the saudi and the kuwaiti air force has done to their country in the last several hours 
president bush says the battle has been joined iraqi radio which is back on the radio on the air this morning 
uh with verses from the quran in the main point says the mother of all battles has been started we have 
heard from the president uh this evening we have heard from the secretary of defense and the chairman of 
the joint chiefs of staff the general assessment is that the early stages of the operation all of which appear to 
have been from the air have gone well the iraqi response has been limited and there are fairly good 
indications that u.s has achieved a pretty good measure of tactical surprise in talking to some of our military 
analysts over the last 15 or 20 minutes that would appear to indicate to them that the tomahawk cruise 
missiles launched from american battleships in the persian gulf some reports have as many as a hundred of 
them being launched have been able to hit suppress or destroy the widespread iraqi capability to detect 
incoming other aircraft namely the early warning system so it does appear according to early reports that the 
iraqis have been caught to some degree flat footed but a caution from the former chairman of the joint chiefs 
of staff to us a short while ago looking back over previous campaign he says that bda bomb damage 
assessment when the first light of the next day comes along almost invariably leaves military men to some 
degree disappointed ted koppel has just returned from the middle east ted what was it like well i must tell you 
itisa 
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like well i must tell you it is a strange experience peter when you uh when you get on the plane in amman 
and indeed the mood was rather gloomy when we left there this morning and apparently with good reason uh 
and then we were on a chartered jet just to get out of there because some of the commercial planes were not 
flying uh i assume by now amman airport is completely closed and i would assume that most of the airports 
in the middle east are closed to anything but military traffic so we were really out of touch until we got to new 
york and walked in and quite literally heard at that time that the war had been or the battle had been as you 
have described joined let me for a moment play the role uh of those people who have perhaps just come 
home and now want to hear what it is that has been happening over the past few hours and if i may could i 
take this opportunity just to debrief you i know you've had a long hard day but before you go back and get 
some well undressed maybe you can brief me and brief the rest of the country as we're doing it uh do we 
have any idea how many planes were involved in the attacks on iraq and any indication yet of precisely what 
targets the early answer is there are several hundred aircraft at the very least and perhaps as many as a 


thousand so you can get some indication of how crowded the skies were over saudi arabia and iraq and 
kuwait tonight they took off from various air bases in saudi arabia they may also have come from other 
countries in the middle east they did not to the best of our knowledge come from turkey and the secretary of 
defense and the chairman of the joint chiefs went out of their way to point out that this was already a multi- 
national operation with a saudi and kuwaiti participation that was at the very least symbolic there is no 
indication precisely of what they hit in terms of information coming back to us but they if we can look at a 
map for a second appear to have been hitting almost everything some of the very early reports were that the 
missile sites in the northwest corner of iraq which were in a position to launch scud missiles which could 
have reached israel were taken out very early on that was israeli intelligence very early on telling us through 
abc's dean reynolds 
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telling us through abc's dean reynolds if you look up in the left-hand corner of the screen that's about where it 
is thank you very much that that went down pretty quickly everything else appears to have been suppressed 
though we are reminded constantly ted that it may take many attacks on a number of these targets on uh air 
installations on missile installations on as the president said in his address tonight chemical and 
bacteriological weapons installations it may take many attacks to put these things out of commission 
altogether so there is a watchword of caution waiting for bomb damage assessment this morning the 
president as you know peter throughout the weeks has been taking the position that this is after all an 
international coalition against the iraqis as this war begins however is it an international war or are all these 
planes american flag well they're virtually all american planes uh it's been very difficult i think as you know 
and everybody else knows to launch an attack which coordinates a great many forces the british have been 
probably more involved than anybody else uh with their tornadoes on some targets but this whole question of 
sim of saudi and kuwaiti participation as best we can tell has in large measure been symbolic but remember 
that's very important for the kuwaitis very important for the saudis and very important for the subsequent 
politics of the middle east the president was saying all along or at least there were suggestions all along that 
this would begin at night precisely because the united states enjoys such enormous advantages both 
electronically and in terms of pilot capability with nighttime missions uh but from what i've been able to 
understand you must understand i hear a little bit at the at the airport terminal the pilot of our flight and i don't 
want to embarrass him in any way he was nice enough to let us sit in the cockpit with him at least while we 
were still on the runway we had to get out once we took off so that i was able to hear the president but the 
the suggestion is that it has only been air force planes until now why no i don't think we do necessarily know 
that it's only air force planes in fact the chairman of the joint chiefs went out of his way to say that all four 
services have been involved and if that is correct and he said that 
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and if that is correct and he said that uh deliberately and and politically deliberately because it's important to 
all the services that they participate this may well mean that even army helicopters were used up adjacent to 
or along the kuwaiti border but what we have had tonight is according to him a very much joint services 
attack which would have been air force from at least two or three bases in saudi arabia aircraft carrier attack 
planes from both the persian gulf and also the red sea because there are four american aircraft carriers in 
the red sea where they're quite frankly a lot closer politically as well as geographically to iraq so everybody 
participated now in terms of the the casualties again another one of those little fragments that we picked up 
quite literally now in the taxi coming here to the studio from the airport the suggestion is that there have been 
no us casualties no lost uh us planes is that first of all a reality and secondly is it the kind of reality that will 
stand up uh after the first few hours uh have gone in other words do they know precisely what's happening 
are all those planes back well we quite frankly don't know and the military has been for both strategic um 
reasons and others very calculatingly careful about how much information is put out they've been very very 
candid and i think the country clearly supports it at this particular moment uh a lot of pilots are still in the air a 
lot of pilots have not been back in debrief but i thought the secretary of defense was very careful on the 
question of casuals he didn't say there hadn't been any i don't know who you were listening to but he did not 


say specifically that there had been no casualties he said no word on casualties yet all right peter jennings 
thank you very much indeed i know you've got to get back at a few hours sleep and you'll be back very early 
in the morning to pick up with leading abc's news coverage of operation desert storm we're going to take a 
short break and when we come back we'll be going to saudi arabia to nightline correspondent faris sawyer 
who is standing by to bring us up to date on what the operation looks like from there 
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this is abc news nightline brought to you by [Music] lexus [Music] so [Music] no one can guarantee you a 
perfect world a world where the unexpected never [Music] intrudes but some of us know we'll be taken care 
of quickly and compassionately in an imperfect world you're in good hands with allstate a member of the 
sears financial network foreign substances are being introduced into your body on a daily basis over time 
they can hurt your health in the wrong amounts they can increase your risk of heart disease but you do have 
choices and one is to change the way you eat to learn how a low fat low cholesterol diet can help you contact 
the american heart association your life is in your hands people have been calling the weekday brunch by 
our bob's fast food but just because it's a quick lunch don't make it fast food scoot over will you for one thing 
you eat fast food with plastic not this and check this out excuse me you using this real fast food comes ina 
box any clown knows that and i ask you does this look like fast food to you the new all-you-can-eat weekday 
brunch bar at bob's big boy an 
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weekday brunch bar at bob's big boy an assortment of fresh breakfast and lunch items ready when you walk 
in you're enjoying this it couldn't be fast food right now we're all concerned with the outbreak of war in the 
gulf monitoring the world 24 hours a day stay with the experience of abc news [Music] abc news coverage of 
the gulf war continues once again from washington ted koppel and we are going to go straight now to saudi 
arabia where abc correspondent faris sawyer is standing by forrest i don't know if you were able to listen to 
the first few minutes of this program but i've literally just come back in here uh and we're hoping to get uh an 
update from forest sawyer very quickly first we see you i don't know if you can hear me can you i can indeed 
ted all right give us an update if you would where do things stand right now it sounds awfully quiet well it is 
awfully quiet here but that doesn't mean that the raids are not still going on you know that they lifted off from 
air bases all through the region and they could likely be continuing it actually began from my point of view 
about 2 30 this morning when i was awakened by the sound of a tremendous rumble and those were the 
planes a lot of them f-15s or tornadoes that were manned by saudi pilots and by uh british pilots those were 
lifting off this morning and and heading on out of here i then checked to see if there was anything going on 
and not until it was actually announced that i know that that was actually what was taking place they then 
fanned out and what turns out to be a brilliantly coordinated attack they have struck apparently the scud 
missiles in western iraq which they were very concerned about striking israel seemed to have been knocked 
out at this point that seems to be the case there was concern here that there might be some studs that would 
be launched toward us remember the studs are those soviet-made missiles which have been modified by the 
iraqis so that they have a 500 plus mile range and could strike here at this air base some several hundred 
miles away 
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air base some several hundred miles away from iraq there was concern that they had lifted off that turns out 
to have been a false report this was what was called the suppression of enemy air defense tactics they were 
trying to knock out the eyes and ears of saddam hussein the command and control center they were trying to 
make sure that he wouldn't know what was going on in the rest of the country they were testing the radar 
jamming it knocking it out and so far ted as you heard peter say we don't know of any casualties it appears to 
have been a spectacular run for the allied forces has there in fact been any word of iraqi planes that have 
taken off to engage u.s aircraft i haven't heard a single thing about it which is actually stunning it appears that 
the iraqis either have chosen not to challenge the allied force in the air because they've got those mirage f1 


fighters they do have just a very few mig-29s which people say are comparable to our f-15 that's our our best 
fighter that would have been a challenge up there the iraqi pilots versus the ability of the american pilots but 
they seem not to have done that and there are at least some people who feel that a lot of that air force may 
have been knocked out on the ground certainly the iraqis were surprised there is also some suggestion for 
us that the iraqis may have taken those planes and put them in underground bunkers so that they can live to 
fight another day well there is that that question what is saddam doing why has he laid back so much well it 
could be that he is simply trying to take the americans best shot that he's going to hold his forces as best he 
can and then down the road as you say attempt to take them on in ground combat whether that happens or 
not we're going to have to see as these days of airstrikes go on by the way ted there's going to be some i 
expect spectacular footage that will likely be released very soon from the f-15s there are cameras placed in 
the nose as they're moving in on the strike they've been taking video we believe that that might actually be 
released very soon we're going to be watching for it we're also going to be watching for some uh pool 
footage by that i mean the camera crews that were out there and will all come 
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that were out there and will all come back to us we'll have a look at that video if it comes back in an hour or 
so we'd like to have a look at that it'll be the planes coming back from their missions and it should be in 
daylight hours as well we're we're looking for that ted and we'll see what we come to all right as far as 
standby if you would we're going to come back to you in a few minutes uh but for the moment we want to go 
to uh white house correspondent britt hume who is standing by in our pentagon correspondent bob zellner 
first you uh anything new from the white house when did the president go to bed or is he uh is he staying up 
tonight or do we even know he's been in the family quarters for some time now ted and uh with his overnight 
guest dr billy graham his friend and we're told long time spiritual advisor how late the president was going to 
stay up tonight it was a question he went to bed early last night as you know but we don't know for sure 
whether he's gone to sleep now or not he was continuing to receive updated reports from general skocroft 
and others here at the white house the last announcement that came from here which uh i've not had a 
chance to report to you is that the president signed an order today to open up the strategic petroleum 
reserve and sales of oil from that will begin tomorrow uh this in concert with other countries participating in 
the international energy agency and the whole idea is a psychological move to try to offset uh surge in oil 
prices caused by this conflict there are curiously enough uh i was hearing again and i've been getting the 
information the way that most americans have been getting it and that is a snippet from radio here a snippet 
from television there but apparently the asian stock markets have opened and uh whereas initially uh the uh 
tokyo stock market plunged apparently it has recovered and has even gained and the same is true in hong 
kong and i believe in a couple of other asian markets uh but uh do we know yet what's happening with oil 
prices i don't have any word on that ted and obviously this whole question of energy policy and whether this 
is a war for oil is one that's going to be argued for some time 
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that's going to be argued for some time the president's move in opening the strategic petroleum reserve is 
obviously an effort to counter some tremendous surge caused by uh the psychology of the situation of 
course it isn't going to necessarily do that if there's some major disruption of actual oil supplies because that 
hasn't happened in this conflict at all is or in this whole crisis as you know but it's still un there has been a 
boost in oil prices uh john mewhithy is standing by at the state department but before we leave britt hume i i 
just want to know this may seem like a strange thing to ask britt but i would have a a sense that the president 
is probably enormously relieved after five and a half months of of wondering whether if when at least the 
decision has now been taken any suggestion of how his how he's been reacting this evening ted i think that's 
a good question in fact and and i think that the decision while they put out a lot of explanation today about 
how the process worked uh the purpose of which was to make it uh appear at least that technically the 
decision to go was made today in fact it was abundantly clear from the way this whole operation was carried 
out and from other things that we know that the decision in principle to do this and indeed the selection of the 
date was carried out days ago if not even longer and the president while he was very tense up to and 


through the period of the baker aziz meeting last week seems like last month has been more relaxed and 
seemingly increasingly so in recent days and the sense i have is and indeed someone who spoke to him in 
recent days on a private phone conversation said that the president seemed to snap out of that and relax 
once the decision to go had been made and it was clear that there was not going to be any reprieve from 
saddam hussein changing his mind at the last minute so yes there's a very clear sense that the president is 
relieved that this decision at least is behind him all right thank you now john mcquitzy is standing by at the 
state department john 
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standing by at the state department john i'm going to throw it to you the only way i know how at this point 
what's new what have you learned well first of all as a sign of how at ease certain members of the 
administration are ted secretary baker has left the state department and has gone home and gone to bed 
from all that we can tell the secretary began his day by calling in the saudi ambassador first thing and telling 
the saudis that the united states was going to go tonight and wanted to make sure that the saudis were 
completely on board and of course they were they told secretary baker they would be when he was out in the 
region last week throughout the afternoon secretary baker began notifying other countries in the coalition to a 
country of course they are all with the united states at this point uh remains to be seen what's going to 
actually happen when a ground war is opened up on this particular front secretary baker was upstairs in the 
state department watching abc news oddly enough when gary shepard reported from the scene that the war 
had in fact started now the secretary is going to carry through tomorrow morning the first thing he does he'll 
be over at the white house uh with uh brent scowcroft the president's national security adviser and secretary 
of defense cheney the three of them will have breakfast uh and then they'll all go and talk to the president 
john i i don't want to blindside you but i heard a rumor as i was coming in a report that the turkish parliament 
may be convening within a matter of hours and that they are intending a declaration of war against iraq do 
you know anything about that um i have also heard that ted and in fact it does not come as a great surprise 
when i was in turkey with secretary baker just a couple of days ago there were all sorts of rumors circulating 
around ankara about what the role of the turks would be in all of this they were very careful to say in public at 
that point that there would be no offensive operations from turkish air bases but privately american officials 
said they anticipated that american aircraft would be flying 
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american aircraft would be flying bombing missions from that country at some point during the war it appears 
that uh turgot ozal the president of turkey uh is now trying to position his country to do just that now that's 
where the f-111 fighter bombers are based there are some f-111s there there are various other aircraft but 
it's the f-111s in particular that they would like to fly there there are lots of f-111s in saudi arabia not just in 
turkey all right john mccarthy thank you very much and now to the pentagon and bob zelnick uh bob what is 
the what is the latest news and i suppose we should pick up with the issue that is of most concern to most 
americans right now and that is the the welfare of those pilots who engaged in those missions earlier on 
tonight on that subject ted uh the news is good but not precise everyone that we've talked to including senior 
military officials within the past half hour say the results appear to be very very good but because the 
information is not complete they are not giving precise figures on the number of planes if any that were lost 
are the number of human casualties on the american side on the other hand we are getting a good deal of 
information now about the raid itself the targets that were selected and the results of the raids let me go over 
some of the targets with you uh one big category with the scud missiles uh the uh senior figure with whom 
we spoke said that these are very small targets in terms of their size and it won't really be until you've had a 
chance to oversee this area in daylight that we know precisely how many were hit and how many were 
destroyed but the initial results appear to be good for the simple reason that there's still at this point no 
instance of a confirmed stud launching by the iraqis bob let me just interrupt you for one second so that you 
can also explain what is so terribly important about those cut missiles those are the ones that presumably uh 
could be used or would be used against israel and of course the question of whether israel is going to 
become involved in combat here is a terribly delicate 
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in combat here is a terribly delicate one in terms of diplomatic and political terms no question about that ted 
uh they were particularly the ones located in western iraq but i i think it's also fair to say and i don't want to 
sound cold-blooded when i'm discussing this but that the question of whether israel was attacked and got 
into the war was more important from a political viewpoint before the united states and its arab allies started 
fighting everything that i picked up and talking to u.s strategists both military and civilian the past couple 
weeks indicated that the greatest political danger was if it started out as an arab-israeli war and the the 
support fell out of the arab coalition uh backing the united states now that uh they have in fact joined the 
fighting uh it's it's less of a political danger although of course no one would want to see uh israel get hit with 
scars now there's a third category of targets and also a quite important one and these are the air facilities 
and other permanent big structures inside iraq chemical warfare and potential nuclear weapons facilities 
biological facilities and in the words of one very senior official here we hit the big things pretty good they 
used an awful lot of cruise missiles a hundred or more they were armed with area cluster devices which tore 
up big stationary targets like tarmacs buildings etc and they're very confident that not only the air airport 
facilities and chemical facilities but also any aircraft which were not in hangars uh are in a pretty bad state 
right now another category of targets and this is uh you'll appreciate a very very important one these are the 
elite republican guard units now there have been some extravagant claims made this throughout the course 
of the evening over how we decimated the republican guards let me say this uh i am told uh on good 
authority that 
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uh i am told uh on good authority that we did employ b-52s against the republican guards even on this the 
first night of the war but in terms of uh damage assessment we're really not going to get a handle on that 
until we we listen to some things and look at some things in the daylight and the best information we have is 
that even if this were an unqualified success these are big tough well-entrenched units and it's far from 
decisive after the first day of battle again in the words of a senior official this is an ongoing operation we've 
stopped to refuel basically and debrief ourselves we're going to send up some spy uh aircraft and of course 
the spy satellites in daylight and get a better handle on what we did all right bob zelling thank you very much 
i have a number of other questions i'd like to pose to you but we may come to you a little bit later on if you'd 
be good enough to stand by we're going to take a short break okay you're trying to decide between the jeep 
cherokee and the isuzu trooper let's weigh the fact shall we the isuzu trooper comes standard with four 
wheel disc brakes and triple skid plates more cargo space a larger fuel tank and more headroom oh and one 
more the isuzu trooper costs about a thousand dollars less the isuzu trooper at just 136.99 there's no 
comparison did you know it's tough getting business people to agree on what's best [Music] yet business 
people do agree nobody beats at t when it comes to long distance service in an independent fall where users 
rated their carriers at t was unsurpassed in the best technology and best service categories and was voted 
number one in overall satisfaction so now that we've agreed on at it's back to business as usual quality 
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it's back to business as usual quality another atm t advantage nice clean shirt right not for long on the dogs 
wet ones muddy ones smelly ones [Music] time for a high price detergent right wrong dash has the power to 
clean a tough mess like this at a price that's easy to take see dash did it dash cleans a smelly mess for less 
come on you gotta see this it's flower and where did all this strum and light come from light light light look at 
this something's funny did you see that see what neither did i i'm so proud of my new strongman lightbed i 
make sure the goodness is baked in i am holding something green and powerful and it's going to change 
your weekend what lawn clippers i'm picking you up at four o'clock so where are you taking me reservation 
for the newtons yes ma'am what else have you got planned i hope we can only one card gives you the 
privileges of membership the american express card don't leave home without it right now we're all 


concerned with the outbreak of war in the gulf monitoring the world 24 hours a day stay with the experience 
of abc news abc news coverage of the gulf war continues once again from washington ted koppel operation 
desert storm is now five hours old and it has been an eventful five hours 
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and it has been an eventful five hours we thought it would be useful to take a look at some of the highlights 
since the operation began here is nightline correspondent james walker eighteen and a half hours after the 
deadline expires for iraq to leave kuwait abc news correspondent bill redeker reporting live on world news 
tonight from eastern saudi arabia gives an early indication that the war is about to begin during the past half 
hour we have counted about 20 fighter jet aircraft takeoffs normally there is some air activity at night but it's 
normally transport in a few air missions at 6 39 pm peter jennings interrupts world news tonight we're going 
to dump out of that piece by gary shepard at the moment and go back to him live on the telephone for he has 
an up-to-date report gary throughout the entire sky there are flashes of light something is definitely underway 
here 26 minutes later the associated press carries word from the u.s air force that the attack is underway a 
short time after that white house press secretary marlon pittswater reads a statement from president bush 
the liberation of kuwait has begun in conjunction with the forces of our coalition partners the united states 
has moved under the code name operation desert storm to enforce the mandates of the united nations 
security council from jerusalem abc news correspondent dean reynolds describes initial israeli reaction to the 
attack citizens of israel are asked to open their gas mask kits and to stay at home and to keep the kids with 
them at all times at an air base in eastern saudi arabia a major target for iraqi missiles bill redeker reports 
people are putting on gas masks and being ordered out bill it's your call whatever you want to do anytime 
you want to stare do you want to go in riyadh saudi arabia u.s headquarters for operation desert storm barry 
dunsmore faces a similar experience the air raid signs here in riyadh have 
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the air raid signs here in riyadh have begun to go off again and as i indicated earlier the instructions we have 
had are to get into our suits at 901 pm two hours after the u.s attack began president bush goes before the 
nation saying the military operation is proceeding as planned as i report to you air attacks are underway 
against military targets in iraq we are determined to knock out saddam hussein's nuclear bomb potential we 
will also destroy his chemical weapons facilities much of saddam's artillery and tanks will be destroyed the 
president repeats his pledge that the war against iraq will be confined our troops will have the best possible 
support in the entire world and they will not be asked to fight with one hand tied behind their back i'm hopeful 
that this fighting will not go on for long and that casualties will be held to an absolute minimum at 9 30 tonight 
defense secretary dick cheney and the chairman of the joint chiefs colin powell reveal few details about the 
operation the operation underway tonight taking place in the pre-dawn darkness of the persian gulf involves 
allied air forces of four nations the united states the united kingdom saudi arabia and kuwait well the 
operation is only two and a half hours old so i'm not quite prepared to take on your second question so far 
there has been no air resistance the preliminary reports we have received in terms of the success of the 
operation and that includes the possibility of casualties has been very very encouraging the operation 
appears to have gone very well so tonight having launched operation desert storm president bush now faces 
the difficult challenge of completing the war quickly and with minimal casualties this is james walker for 
nightline so there it is rather flimsy information 
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so there it is rather flimsy information as of this hour but what information there is sounds very good for the 
allied forces bob zelnick our pentagon correspondent is still standing by for weeks prior to this day bob uh 
you're there okay uh for weeks prior to this day the united states has been trying to convince saddam 
hussein that he truly does not understand the technical capability of late 20th century weaponry and of the 
electronic capability and the enormous destructive power i'd like you just to take a couple of minutes if you 
would to go into some of those weapon systems you spoke before the commercial break about cruise 


missiles that were sent in initially give us a sense of what the difference is between these weapon systems 
and the kind of accuracy and the kind of destructive power that they have compared to for example the kind 
of weapons that we use during vietnam well uh let me give you an example of the cruise missile and uh the 
navy is going to love me for this because it's one of their favorite ways of explaining it they say that they 
could fire one of these tomahawk cruise missiles off in boston harbor and send it through the goal posts at rfk 
stadium in washington dc and have a better field goal percentage than chip lo miller who's an outstanding 
kicker for the washington redskins uh these things have become so computerized so sophisticated that uh 
given a fixed target and the ability to program for it whether it's uh whether it's a cruise missile or just a dumb 
bomb a so-called dumb bomb that can be laser guided to uh to its target they have enormously greater 
destructive capability because they hit so close to what they're aiming for now there are all kinds of 
complications and vietnam was the the absolute worst case because you did not have a conventional force 
against you you had a guerrilla force you did not have a force with with big tanks and big airports and 
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with big tanks and big airports and other facilities that you could program you had a bunch of guys wearing 
black pajamas winding down the ho chi minh trail with with 30 days supply of food in a sock or something 
and ammunition that could uh ambush and pick off marines or army men at the at the time and place of their 
choosing so the the air force and and the others who uh who were using the weapons and feel that that kind 
that was the worst case basis and they uh have not been looking for another war but they they have been 
looking for something which could could really demonstrate the fact that that technology does count that 
these things do matter that the money that we've spent on these sophisticated systems is not in vain uh ted 
you you remember when we were talking last night uh the the single example of of a bomb back in world war 
ii it had uh a probability of you took a radius of uh about uh uh three 000 feet and just drew it all around and if 
you dropped a bomb you had the most of the time you're going to come within that 3000 foot circle today it's 
5 to 10 feet and that makes a bomb today thousands and thousands of times more destructive when it's 
dropped because it's that much more accurate stay there bob because i'm going to come back to you but 
also joining us now is a consultant to abc new to uh to abc news tony cortesman who is a specialist on a 
number of these weapons systems uh and tony i'd like you to pick up uh where bob left off we have been 
speaking throughout the evening of the importance of knocking out command and control explain to us 
layman what command and control is and the impact of knocking it out basically speaking what you're doing 
is knocking out the brain and the nervous system largely what you're doing is knocking out the nervous 
system it doesn't matter if the commanders can survive and underground shoulders if they can't 


00:36:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=3VAHBxOCh4M&t=2160s 





underground shoulders if they can't communicate it doesn't matter if the aircraft or the missiles survive if 
they're blind they've lost the radars if they've lost the command and control links necessary to give them 
vectors against our aircraft once we knock out that command and control structure even if we do it partially 
we cut their effectiveness by perhaps 50 percent perhaps even more is it your impression that we have been 
successful in that regard tony that the the u.s air force and uh uh aircraft from uh the three other allied 
nations who were involved today that they've been effective in knocking them out and indeed as i asked that 
question uh i'm making a certain assumption would the air forces or would the planes uh from the other 
nations have been involved in those targets or is that something that the u.s air force would have kept to 
itself well two points one i think we have to be very careful this evening about not going from success to 
euphoria there are hundreds of sheltered targets many of them very important in iraq and kuwait the most 
effective strikes have limits to them hundreds of sorties do not destroy the entire military machine or even the 
command and control net in one night they may suppress most of the air bases they don't suppress 
everything some scuds will survive this is a military machine of a million men seven hundred aircraft of more 
than five thousand tanks everything we've heard to date though indicates that the beginning of a campaign of 
several days has been remarkably successful and so if we can keep this in perspective it would seem that 


we have begun to destroy iraq's ability to fight an air war and a missile war with what seems to be great 
success and simultaneously hit at the core of the strike power in their armor and mechanized forces all right 
uh i don't want to throw a curve to 
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uh i don't want to throw a curve to our director but we're going to have to take a short break because we're 
having some command and control problems of our own i'm having a little difficulty hearing them so we'll go 
away for a short message and then we will be back with more and we will go back to saudi arabia and talk 
with some of our specialists here in washington back in a moment [Music] three reminders from a leader in 
four-wheel drive and all-wheel drive technology one don't try this without the advantage of four-wheel drive 
two don't try this without the advantage of all-wheel drive and three don't try one or two without the 
advantage of jeep or eagle [Music] lenscrafters made me these wonderful top quality glasses and got me 
back on track in about an hour lenscrafters puts the whole lab right in the store to custom craft your top 
quality glasses in about an hour call lenscrafters at 1-800-522-lens yeah i'll call you back when the diagnosis 
is minor sore throat pain the physician's desk reference lists maximum strength sucrets for soothing 
anesthetic relief feels better sucrex soothing medicine for sore throat pain this is an action news special 
report war with iraq hello i'm jim gardner the major event that is still happening in philadelphia tonight in 
connection with the war in iraq is a major uh anti-war protest going on now at independence mall let's bring 
in john rollins who is live at the scene john can you bring us up today well jim we've done we've gotten quite 
a bit of exercise we've walked all the way from uh here at fifth in independence mall all the way up to city hall 
and back the group has just returned they're doing it's sort of a quiet phase right now 
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it's sort of a quiet phase right now they're going through some speeches that's about it we should put this all 
in context in the city of about four million people there's probably about 300 protesters here that is a large 
protest group for sure but it is by no means a groundswell so that's the situation right now i'm john rollins live 
on the action cam thank you john and another reminder action news will be here all night and throughout 
tomorrow to bring you live updates on what's going on in our area now back to the network [Music] general 
bernard traynor is a retired marine corps general who has some background in the fighting capability of the 
iraqi forces fill us in on your own background for a moment if you were general and then pick up for me uh on 
what you think this evening's events so far from what we've been able to glean reflects of what lies ahead all 
right ted i retired from the marine corps in 1985 and then became the military correspondent for the new york 
times and in the course of my assignment with the times i covered the latter stages of the iran iraq war the uh 
the last of the iranian offensive so i got a pretty good look at the iraqi armed forces and uh tonight's operation 
and i agree with tony or we don't have all the information in yet but it certainly appears to be a spectacular 
success and it's very difficult to to suppress a great deal of elation if this thing was as effective as it appears 
to be at least at uh at this point with the preliminary reports i can only think of one other air campaign that uh 
that even matches it except it would be it was it would be on a much smaller scale and that was the very 
successful israeli air attack against the syrian air force and the syrian air defense positions in the baka valley 
during their lebanon campaign in 1982 where they literally wiped out the air capabilities 
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literally wiped out the air capabilities of the of the syrians and this could be bordering on on something very 
similar give us a little give us a little look into the future though if you can when i say the future i mean 
tomorrow the day after what fighting capability should we be on uh should we be alerted to with regard to the 
uh with regard to the iraqi forces both both on the ground and in the air well if this was as successful as it 
appears we have literally defanged their offensive capability in terms of air and in terms of their missile 
capability so therefore we have taken out that offensive capability we probably have also if we haven't 
completely taken it out we have severely damaged their high altitude and intermediate altitude anti-aircraft 
defenses which are basically missiles which controlled by radars and electronics what we probably have not 


taken out although perhaps damaged and probably never will take out completely is their uh low level uh 
anti-aircraft capability by that i mean anything below ten thousand feet these are the conventional type anti- 
aircraft weapons machine guns uh shoulder held uh weapons uh he still has this capability he has a large 
inventory of these weapons and uh these weapons will give our pilots uh whether they're in fixed-wing 
aircraft or in helicopters they're going to give them give them trouble well we heard from gary shepard who 
was reporting earlier this evening uh from baghdad that he could see tracers literally seeming to go straight 
up into the sky and i wonder what the the possible effectiveness could be uh of men who are shooting into a 
night sky uh at aircraft that they presumably cannot see them and first of all they're coming in very fast and 
how close to the deck would they be coming in well they could be coming in as low as 50 feet to the deck but 
their technique is to uh not to try 
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but their technique is to uh not to try to follow an airplane and shoot at the airplane you described it aptly 
when you said that they just fire in the sky what they try to do is set up a zone of fire and let the airplane 
literally fly into it and destroy itself by running into that fire now in terms of the sort of attack that was 
launched in in the baghdad area uh this probably had uh only limited effectiveness but where it would be 
effective is when we send the aircraft against uh their infantry and their artillery and their tanks and we do it 
in uh particularly in in daylight uh this battle is not yet over and it certainly is not going to be cost free and i 
would say that their low-level air defenses are still going to take a toll on on american aircraft let me bring in 
another specialist a retired air force colleague of yours general russell doherty retired former commander of 
the strategic air command without taking any joy in the loss of life today and that clearly is not something that 
you as a former military man would do you must be awfully pleased of your air force ted i want to echo the 
the admonition against euphoria but what i'm proud of is that we have done it right at least at the outset i 
hope we don't stop i hope we can continue we've demonstrated the real capability of some weapons that a 
lot of us have been working on for decades something we've never done before we've also given a 
demonstration to the world of how good those things can be if they're done and laid on in a very cohesive 
way we've correlated our weapons and we've correlated our different forces general doherty let me interrupt 
you because you're talking about things with which you are intimately familiar and the rest of us are not so uh 
without breaching any security tell us which kinds of weapon systems you're talking about and what their 
capability is and how and how they are used in 
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and how and how they are used in coordination in conjunction with one another i'll be glad to uh bob and 
tony uh touched on some of them uh one is the near zero cep of the avionics of our cruise missiles the 
avionics of our aircraft we saw the f-15g utilized in combat now i was i was hoping you were going to say 
yourself what you're talking about the cep you're talking about the the degree of accuracy the circular error 
probable uh the uh the radius into which at least half of the weapons will come uh tony was right and bob we 
used to talk about a circular air probable in thousands of feet now we talk about it in tens of feet it amplifies 
your firepower it makes it far more effective uh our jamming techniques our electronic countermeasures all of 
those things uh seemingly were used quite properly uh this was done right what kind of order would the 
weapons be used in we had heard prior to the beginning of uh operation desert storm that probably the 
cruise missiles would be used first uh i i think that that appears to be what happened explain to us why and 
what the capability of these cruise missiles is i don't know in what order they were used ted and i'll be very 
anxious to find out as will uh we all because uh i have no uh no planning knowledge of what actually took 
place but i think when they early reported the attacks on baghdad we were probably seeing uh cruise 
missiles employed there then later in the midst of the chaos and the confusion then they brought in some f- 
15es before you get to the f5 before you get to the f-15es again i i don't want you to assume and i'm not 
going to assume that everyone who's watching knows what a cruise missile does and in in what areas it 
differs from a conventional manned aircraft would you explain it to us well the cruise missile is not man it is 
an unmanned aircraft 
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an unmanned aircraft flying at very low level flying on a predetermined taped course based upon guidance 
put into its computer tape it constantly corrects itself in course based upon known points on the ground and 
its accuracy gets better and better as it gets closer to the target that's why uh jokingly they said they could uh 
out punt low miller uh from the boston naval yard but the cruise missile uh is uh it is a subsonic long-range 
missile without man only with warhead and with fuel and engine and very very dangerous and very 
hazardous weapon all right give us uh give us a quick wrap-up then if you were general doherty on what you 
think has been accomplished today and when i ask what you think has been accomplished today just what 
may be left uh i think the real thing we've accomplished ted is we have shown saddam hussein what modern 
air power can do he has been in an air war but it was just peanuts compared to what he saw tonight the iran 
iraq war was nothing but maybe a limited ground support some airlifts some reconnaissance it wasn't really 
an air war he saw for the first time what an air war can do if it's properly laid on and so did some of us i want 
my dad because this is one of the first times i know we've really done it right tony cordesman let me quickly 
ask you a political question would it make sense then i don't know whether it would come today tomorrow the 
next day for there to be let's say a 24-hour pause during which time some diplomatic initiative was allowed to 
take hold in other words we've shown you what you can do if you don't want more of it let's talk the time may 
come for a pause but i think only after the bulk of his armored and mechanized horses are destroyed only 
after we have rooted out the bulk of his chemical weapons stocks many of which remain only after we have 
created a situation where he cannot emerge from this 
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where he cannot emerge from this conflict as perhaps egypt did in 1967 in 1973 with any hope of convincing 
anyone he is still a major military power and only when it is quite clear we have the unity to deny him 
resupplies of arms in the future all right gentlemen i thank you all very much we're going to take a short 
break and when we come back we're going to get some domestic reaction all of that in a moment [Music] 
what pain reliever do doctors recommend most for minor arthritis pain back aches brains and strains and 
menstrual pain advil what pain reliever do doctors trust so much they recommended it over 50 million times 
in just six years advil and what pain reliever is so effective that one tablet relieves headache pain as well as 
two regular strength tylenol advil gentler to your stomach than aspirin safe trusted doctor recommended advil 
advanced medicine for pain here's a question how can you save 12 of your gasoline bill every year have a 
regular tune-up [Music] let's put our energy into saving it [Music] this toothpaste will blow you away with a 
breath freshener that's a brush of fresh air wow it's aquafresh extra fresh with a breath pressure that beats 
the leading brand aquafresh extra fresh it's a brush of fresh air [Music] we have our own satellite 
requirements so we're going to juggle things around a little bit i said we were going to have domestic reaction 
indeed we will but first because we're going to lose our satellite to jerusalem i want to go to israel and to our 
correspondent there our bureau chief dean reynolds dean uh i would assume i was in israel a 
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dean uh i would assume i was in israel a couple of days ago from talking to people there they were on the 
one hand apprehensive but they were apprehensive not that the war wouldn't begin but rather or that the war 
would begin but rather that the war would not begin and that it might be left to them what is the reaction there 
it's now what 8 20 in the morning that's right ted there is enormous appreciation here uh among israelis for 
what the american air force has accomplished they believe that the iraqi missile bases in western iraq that 
had threatened israel with scud missiles have been effectively destroyed there is still the possibility that one 
or two of the missiles is still intact and so while there is um relief it is not complete and total relaxation uh the 
israelis of course uh always wanted to concentrate on the iraqi firepower and not really so much on getting 
saddam out of kuwait they were more interested in the infrastructure the chemical biological and potentially 
nuclear weapons that saddam had or was amassing in iraq and the american assault overnight appears to 
be designed to get right at that infrastructure so the israelis are as i say uh relieved not totally relaxed i don't 
know to what degree dean they are briefing there at uh at high government levels but uh our great concern 


when i say our i mean the u.s government's great concern uh has actually been that the israelis might 
become involved uh and if they become involved that the coalition particularly the alliances with some of the 
arab states who are on the same side as the united states that that alliance would be 
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states that that alliance would be threatened is there sufficient sense of security in israel now that you think 
the israelis will stay out of it i think so ted um there is no state of emergency even declared this morning 
although most israelis are staying indoors and heeding the warnings of the military to stay indoors to have 
opened their gas masks by now and to at least have them at hand again because of the abundance of 
caution that i was talking about that there might be an iraqi missile that could still be launched at them but 
essentially the israelis uh feel pretty good about what has happened uh this morning we went back and forth 
a couple of times while we were there earlier in the week uh between israel and jordan both states had their 
military at the highest level of alert does this mean that the jordanians at least can relax a little i think so in an 
ironic way yes the as long as the israelis see no need to overfly jordan to get at these missile bases or at any 
other targets in iraq i think the jordanians may be relaxing as well the israelis and the jordanians had actually 
communicated directly i was told although not at the political level trying to assuage each other's fears uh in 
the last few days trying to essentially say look we don't have any intention to attack you or to invade you 
especially from the israeli point of view and i think today in amman they should be reasonably happy as 
happy as they can be about what has happened but at least that the israelis will not be violating their 
airspace all right dean reynolds thank you very much i want to get another perspective now from our chief 
foreign correspondent pierre salinger who's standing by in 
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pierre salinger who's standing by in london the europeans in particular pierre uh have not been eager for this 
day to come or at least if one judges by their public statements they have not been eager now that it has 
come now that it has happened how are they responding well ted the only actual government response up to 
now the statement by chancellor helmut cole of germany uh who said that he was concerned about the fact 
that the war had broken out that obviously germany would give it support to the most it could but he hoped 
that the war would come to a rapid end the french government has been under pressure to say something 
but they have not said anything except the fact that they're ready to deploy their planes which are in the gulf 
region and participate with the other aircraft in what is going on perhaps one of the most important things that 
has been going on for the last two and a half hours has been a meeting of nato all the ambassadors of nato 
were called in about two hours ago by general manfred werner and they have just ended that meeting with 
two things that came out of it number one uh the u.s ambassador william taft announced that if kuwait if iraq 
would start to pull out from kuwait now the united states would stop the destruction of iraq the second point 
that was made was a resolution adopted by nato that any iraqi attack on turkey would be considered an 
attack on nato now the turkish parliament is about to be convened in the next couple of hours to adopt allow 
a law to allow cross-border fighting if it is needed and also to allow u.s aircraft there are about 50 u.s aircraft 
stationed at an air base in turkey to go across the border if needed that has not yet been adopted but the 
meeting is coming up in a couple of hours here let me stop you for a moment it's it's one of those phrases 
that sort of goes in one ear and out the other cross-border fighting and then you reflect on it what does that 
mean it sounds like an invasion or the possibility of an invasion from turkey into iraq well up to now uh all the 
forces that turkey has 
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forces that turkey has assembled on the border and they're quite substantial have been for defensive 
reasons and the planes that were taken into turkey both the u.s plains and nato planes which included some 
german aircraft were also put in there for defensive reasons but obviously in adopting this law they are 
putting themselves in a situation where if they believe that it is becoming a threat to them then they can cross 
across the border and attack iraq is it your impression and i understand the parliament has not yet met that 


that will be passed it is my impression that it will be passed uh president ozil the prime minister have all 
spoken out in favor of it and i don't see any way that it will not be passed by that parliament quit fairly rapidly 
all right pierre salinger dean reynolds thank you both very much we are going to phase out of nightline at this 
point take a short break allow your stations to identify themselves but we will be back immediately after the 
half hour and continue on in a special reports mode i'll be back in a moment [Music] this has been abc news 
nightline [Music] the maytag refrigerator has doors built to last longer shelves built to last longer and drawers 
built to last longer and it comes with a guarantee to the year 2000 but only for a little longer so cma tag 
dealer soon for the refrigerator guaranteed to keep him lonely longer [Music] no one can guarantee you a 
perfect world a world where the unexpected never [Music] intrudes 
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intrudes but some of us know will be taken care of quickly and compassionately in an imperfect world you're 
in good hands with allstate a member of the sears financial network [Music] this is an abc news special 
report now reporting from washington ted koppel and we are back once again uh now four and a half five and 
a half hours into operation desert storm and uh it has been by all accounts a very effective operation and by 
all accounts the uh aircraft which went over both iraq and kuwait and launched their missions uh have 
returned safely but it is perhaps too early to say that with any without with any certainty rather what we want 
to do right now is and you understand the way that things are being covered uh in saudi arabia right now you 
are looking at pool video uh obviously taken during the night and it was during the night that all these air 
force missions and other missions uh against iraq and kuwait were launched uh you are looking at pool video 
now of some of the us pilots uh as they were preparing themselves at a base on the persian gulf and we 
don't know where that base is uh to launch their missions against iraq we are looking at this video for the first 
time as you are and it is more or less self-explanatory i do have one of our military analysts tony cortesman 
standing by tony what i'd like to do is just let the video play a little bit and as you see aircraft for example that 
you recognize or any comment that you would like to make please do well ted we're obviously watching one 
thing that's very clear and that's preparation for a major knight attack i think what we have seen is an f-15 if 
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i think what we have seen is an f-15 if it's the base i think it is this is the same base that included the british 
tornados the saudi tornados for as far as we know the f-117 stealth fighter was based elsewhere but all of 
this is getting ready i would assume for the events that took place and that uh began the war this evening 
and the attack that proved so successful tony uh do you want to comment on the fact and that does look like 
an f-15 you want to comment on the fact that the bombs loaded under the wings well you know it is amazing 
that one of these fighter planes can carry more than a world war ii bomber they're not trucks these are 
incredibly maneuverable aircraft but the strike power of this it can deliver with precision on the order of 
perhaps sometimes 10 meters and it can deliver say four 2 000 pound bombs that's four strikes per plane 
some of these aircraft are equipped with lander that's an incredibly sophisticated infrared system matched to 
the radar in the aircraft that allows it to look during the night at the ground as if it was daylight in some ways 
better than daylight because it picks up targets in different ways you are watching the equivalent of what was 
a bomber squadron tell me let me interrupt you for one moment uh barry dunsmore is standing by in riyadh in 
saudi arabia by phone he has seen some of this video has some information on it barry can you hear me yes 
ted it's my understanding that these are f-15s so-called strike eagles and they are at the largest u.s air base 
in saudi arabia and they were part of the initial attack into iraq um among other things each plane is 
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among other things each plane is equipped with a dozen half-ton cluster bombs and four air-to-air heat- 
seeking missiles this is the newest version of the f-15 i think barry is like an introvert with an infrared night 
vision system you were just talking about a heat-seeking missile barrier i think we're looking at one just now 
you can see it right under the wing there tony quarters man am i right i think what you're watching is a large 
fuel tank no i was talking about that that missile that was just under the wing now of course we just have a 


couple of guys so that would have been an aim 9m or it's equivalent again a system somewhat similar the 
ones we had in vietnam but perhaps 20 or 30 times more lethal than air-to-air combat now we should tell you 
again this is pool video that's just coming in and it's been fed raw from saudi arabia here to the united states 
when i say full video what i mean is that uh the military permits a camera crew on scene that camera crew 
services all the networks this video is available to uh all the news organizations that need it uh and barry i'm 
sorry to have interrupted you go ahead well basically i think i've given you most of the material that we have 
on this pool uh as i said i think this is one of the units that was expected to have led the nighttime attack and 
the planes uh i understand are from seymour johnson air force base in north carolina they they took off at 
around 12 45 saudi time that's eight hours ahead of washington time what is of course going to be 
fascinating barry is uh if and when we get access to the video that was shot by these aircraft as they were 
engaged in their combat missions do you have any idea indeed and i i understand that will ultimately be 
made available but not for a while 
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well i would imagine that the uh the commanders are going to want to take a look at it first to see what 
indeed they have accomplished go ahead tony you wanted to jump in i think one important thing remember 
we're not going to see photographs in the normal sense these aircraft we're going to see copies of the radar 
sensors in the infrared they're very difficult to interpret and the ordinary person just seeing them ted on 
television would be confronted with something would be absolutely incomprehensible well that's why we 
have folks like you around so you'll be able to interpret it for us you know what strikes me as we look at these 
pictures tony is how calm everything seems i mean i i sort of had a mental image uh of of one jet after 
another peeling off the runway and into the sky uh and this just looks uh like a very quiet operation that it 
looks more or less the way you would expect to see things at o'hare or kennedy or any one of our large 
commercial airports let me make a guess if i was allowing these photographs to be taken and released i 
wouldn't be showing all the aircraft taking off in a line i wouldn't give anyone photos that showed how many 
allied saudi and british aircraft were taking off at the same time you don't want to give any information away 
that really shows some of the excitement or what in many ways has been the incredible shock power of an 
air offensive which after all isn't just american it is saudi and british also kuwaiti as well let me just in insert 
something here as we continue to watch this pool video uh from saudi arabia some of the f-15s that took off 
earlier this evening on their bombing raids against both iraq and kuwait cnn is reporting from baghdad that 
iraqi tv plans very shortly to air a message from saddam hussein now i have absolutely no idea what's going 
to be in that message except that some messages have already been broadcast on iraqi radio and they do 
not sound 
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on iraqi radio and they do not sound particularly encouraging let me just put my glasses on here for a second 
and i will read you what i have the 17th of january the hypocrites struck saddam said in a baghdad radio 
message monitored in nicosia the great showdown has begun saddam addressing the glorious and this is a 
quote the glorious sons of our nation said the battle was one of justice against vice of the believers against 
the infidels with the perseverance of the believers the dawn of victory nears as this great showdown begins 
that hardly sounds like the language of a man who is about to say i've heard you and i'm ready to talk uh but 
again some of these messages may indeed have been pre-recorded that is the way things are frequently 
done in the arab world when i say pre-recorded i don't even mean by saddam hussein himself probably a lot 
of messages were given out to the radio stations they have announces there you have heard and seen them 
and that's the end of that video from saudi arabia you've heard and seen some of these iraqi announcers 
who come on and read entire speeches in saddam's name it is very likely that some of those messages were 
indeed pre-positioned with iraqi radio with instructions that as soon as any attack begins they are to they are 
to read those messages on the air but what we have now again reported by cnn from baghdad is that 
saddam hussein himself uh plans to broadcast a message we'll just have to hang in there and wait uh to see 
what comes from that uh now again folks i'm having a little bit of a hard time uh hearing some of the 


instructions that i'm supposed to be getting so we will take a short break we will regroup and then we will 
come back with what i promised you a little bit earlier and that is some reaction from the home front [Music] 
[Applause] unfortunately the wagner's new vacuum cleaner was not the most 
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cleaner was not the most trouble-free in its class neither was the new refrigerator nor the new lawnmower 
they got such a good deal on thank goodness they made one new purchase that was the most trouble-free in 
its class two years running the toyota corolla baby oughta just let that lawn die out [Music] it's red lobster's 19 
shrimp and steak special sizzling scampi fried shrimp plus a juicy steak 19 shrimp and steak just 9.99 hurry 
to red lobster [Music] i put you next to ted now when life turns up the heat there's degree antiperspirant 
[Music] every time your body heat rises degree turns on extra protection degree your body heat turns it on 
[Music] don't you wish you'd bought the video cassette of lady and the [___] when you had the chance now 
it's gone and time is running out to add cinderella to your collection but you still have a chance to own two of 
disney's most delightful animated classics the magical peter pan and the academy award-winning the little 
mermaid still available but only for a limited time don't let peter pan and the little mermaid get away 
introducing blade plug-ins air freshener it keeps on freshening and freshening and freshness new glade plug- 
ins freshens for 30 days after 30 days just pop in a refill try glade plug-ins and plug into 30-day freshness we 
are a nation that likes to take its own temperature in the wake of any 
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own temperature in the wake of any important event and certainly the events of tonight are important we are 
in the midst of what is now a war with iraq and during the course of the past few hours a flash abc news 
washington post poll was taken that was in the immediate hours after the war in the gulf began and it shows 
overwhelmingly strong support for the president's actions asked if they approve of the united states going to 
war with iraq 76 said yes they approve while 22 percent said they disapproved and asked if they thought the 
u.s would win the war against iraq americans by an 89 to 1 margin said they thought that the united states 
would be victorious we should point out that this overwhelming support is based on a quick victory with 
minimal u.s casualties and i should also point out that there is a general tendency as has been shown 
throughout history uh of americans in the early days of a war to be far more supportive than they sometimes 
are uh once the casualties begin to occur and some of the the wounded and even the dead begin to come 
back home again but for the moment uh in the early hours of this war the president has what he needs at this 
time and that is strong domestic support we'd like now to give you some of the quick reaction that came also 
from capitol hill this evening some of the voices from the house and senate i think all of us are deeply 
concerned that this war now be as short as possible as the president indicated it'd be the minimum loss of 
life and is decisive in its result now it's time to get behind our president and to support uh the young men and 
women who are there we had the proper debate we had the vote as divisive as that may have been i would 
believe that americans now come shoulder to shoulder in support of the president there comes a time when i 
think you must 
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there comes a time when i think you must proceed and apparently they picked the most uh the most uh 
appropriate one because of the response from from iraq it was we will know more about that tomorrow and 
you'll know more and i'm i guess i won't try to be dramatic but it was it was obviously the right time at the 
right place on a moonless night 3 a.m in the middle of a vulnerable time i think this is a very somber moment 
that we're all experiencing i think this war will change the world in ways that none of us can foresee at the 
present time and certainly our prayers and all of our support have to be and are with our men and women in 
the armed forces who have been sent into battle he left us no alternative he started this war he can end this 
war simply by getting out of quake you know i don't know now whether it's too late or not but [Music] we tried 
the last best efforts of a lot of countries went into trying to bring about a peaceful solution of this problem and 
when a man keeps saying no it's impossible i don't think they have any other choice president called me six 


o'clock and said uh within the hour by seven o'clock we would attack and uh i said well mr president my bible 
tells me that our heavenly father who hears us in secret will will reward us openly i'm praying for you every 
night just a few of the voices from capitol hill tonight in the wake of the opening attack against iraq standing 
by now on capitol hill the man who covers the congress for abc news jim wooten that sounds like unanimous 
support jim i don't know 
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unanimous support jim i don't know if there are any dissidents in washington tonight at least up there on 
capitol hill but if so have you heard from him well there are dissidents as a matter of fact but they are few and 
far between for instance congressman ron dellums of california who was one of those who filed suit against 
the president to stop this war said tonight that he was outraged by this and hoped that uh that other 
americans would join him in this outrage but by and large from senators and members of the house both 
sides of the aisle those who voted for the resolution those who voted against it were supportive of the 
president and backing the troops we have jim unfortunately had all too much experience over the last uh 20 
30 years of seeing what happens during the early stages of a us military action not always a full-scale war 
but during the early stages uh and it is difficult normally for the critics to speak up at a time like this you get 
the sense that a lot of people are just sort of holding back now to see how things go well you do have that 
sense ted it's much of it i think is a is simply a carryover from the long debate that took place last friday and 
saturday and then the final vote on the resolution there are serious men and women up here who believe 
that going to war with iraq at this point is not advised and those people i think will now express that point of 
view if you ask them but will wish to say first of all that nothing they say should give aid and comfort to 
saddam hussein or nothing that they say should suggest any disloyalty to the troops or lack of support 
thereof will you raise an interesting point as you know i've just come back from the middle east and some of 
the arab sources many of the government sources with whom we spoke said that saddam hussein counts 
heavily on the fact that he was watching very closely and when he saw that senate vote in particular which 
as you know was 52-47 that his reaction was well it's 
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52-47 that his reaction was well it's 52-47 now but when the casualties start coming home that will reverse 
very very quickly is he right i think he's wrong i think he's wrong because uh the president got that kind of 
vote uh with the of a coalition of republicans and democrats that i would not uh think would change very 
much over the next few weeks or months all right jim wooten thank you very much we're going to take a 
short break we'll be back in a moment some cars come and go but every once in a while they dance 
introducing the new g20 from infiniti a big-sized luxury sedan offers lots of room all the amenities and a 
nipple spirit that's every inch and infinity care to dance [Music] critics rave over hamlet emotionally charged 
beautifully cinematic mel gibson's hamlet is strong and intelligent gibson is terrific incredible glenn close is 
near perfection go see it mel gibson glenn close hamlet rated pg now playing at select theaters everywhere 
january 18th to celebrate 30 years of 30 minute delivery domino's pizza delivers the big 3-0 [Music] order a 
large pizza at regular price and get a medium with your favorite topping for just 30 cents more a great deal 
like this won't last forever so call now and ask for the big 3-0 
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and ask for the big 3-0 mama keeps yellow dandy like a [Music] when this was grandfather's desk every 
week grandma polish it with pledge for a beautiful shine with no buildup now that it's mine i use touchable 
pledge with pledge smears just disappear grandma's gonna love it also in a trigger spray bottle this abc news 
special report continues once again from washington here is ted koppel i was explaining to you before i'm 
sure it's been explained to you many times and will be over the days ahead uh that we are not able as we 
frequently and indeed almost always do on stories to unilaterally cover those stories with our camera crews 
these are pool operations in which pool cameramen uh are allowed to either go on an operation or see some 
aspect of it and then that video is made available to all of us some of that pool video fresh material not the 


stuff that we saw about 20 minutes ago has just come in from saudi arabia we will be seeing it for the first 
time as you see it let's take a look at it and then our abc news analyst and consultant weapons specialist 
military specialist tony cortesman uh will be joining me you will be hearing his voice uh tony you and i were 
on the phone just a moment ago you were making the point to me that we have focused so much attention 
on what we are seeing right now namely the hardware the weaponry and we have not focused at all on the 
manpower on the pilots who are flying these planes talk about them for a moment would you this is 
unquestionably one of the most elite best trained best educated group of people that has ever operated any 
piece of equipment anywhere and it is sort of part of a team of some 450 000 american men and women 
whose educational standards training standards make it possible to 


01:22:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=3VAHBxOCh4M&t=4920s 





training standards make it possible to use this technology for all the advances in sensors and weapons and 
accuracy in payload and all the rest if it wasn't for the people out of them the people willing to risk their lives 
in the volunteer force structure nothing we are seeing could be remotely possible and they after all risk their 
lives now uh there's nothing let me just interrupt you because as you can see and this feed is coming in live 
from saudi arabia uh we're looking at uh some military men who are clearly putting their gas masks and uh 
apparently the uh anti-chemical weapon suits the full chemical gear on uh just describe to us what they're 
doing and you're going to have to infer tony because i'm sure you don't know precisely what they're doing 
whether they fear there would be some kind of a response we know from earlier reporting that there were 
several alerts we don't know there is any real cause but these people now are getting fully dressed for 
mustard gas and nerve gas attack that same equipment incidentally would protect them against biological 
weapons one aspect of it is they're operating within a shelter but if this went from simply a warning to an alert 
they'd have to do that sometimes in the dark within less than two minutes to survive that's the kind of stress 
that's put on them now these people you can see they don't have their gloves on they're simply in a ready 
state possibly there was a warning of a scud missile attack possibly an air raid attack but we did hear many 
reports of scud missile warnings in saudi arabia early this evening it's it's almost like putting a ski suit on a 
two-year-old on a cold day outside uh and and i don't say that to be frivolous but simply to draw attention to 
the fact that when you say it's got to be done within two minutes because if not well if not with nerve gas 
you've got to fall back on antidotes which are almost the same as being wounded in combat they have such 
a toxic effect on the 
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they have such a toxic effect on the human body and once they get these things on and note that they are in 
a shelter look at those masks for a moment imagine what it's like trying to operate all that high technology 
equipment or for that matter even a rifle with one of those masks on look at some of the gloves imagine what 
it's like even though it's relatively cool at this time of year to be in a suit where you can't really perspire or let 
any water out of your body having been up perhaps keyed with adrenaline for 14 to 16 hours and to have to 
deal with this get out operate a combat vehicle what we're seeing here is a humvee the same problems are 
for anyone with most of the tanks most of the abcs the artillery weapons what is that what is a humvee while 
we're still looking at that picture that is really the replacement to the jeep of world war ii and what what are its 
advantages over the jeep well there are a lot of people who sometimes would argue there aren't that many 
out in the field but in fact it's much more mobile it has a great deal more capacity it has considerable 
protection it is a far more stable vehicle one of the problems with the jeep was that it rolled so easily look at 
the storage area maybe four or five times that of the old world war ii jeep so this is one of those pieces of 
equipment which is so universal nobody loves it but everybody needs it now what about that and and uh 
while while you're about to answer the field service okay let me let me then take advantage of kind of an 
empty screen here for a moment to also bring in at least the voice of general russell doherty a retired former 
commander of the strategic air command uh and let me just ask you general doherty to jump in whenever 
you feel you've got something to say and if at this point you'd simply like to comment uh on what we've been 
looking at uh please do so well i'd like to add this ted tonight we know that uh the f-111s 
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that uh the f-111s uh were used as where the uh the 117s the stealth aircraft exactly where and to what 
effect we won't know but we know that it must have been effective as were the airplanes of our allies you 
saw the f-15g taking off here we discussed it the other day uh well the british and the saudi arabians used an 
aircraft very comparable to that the tornado and both of them are well trained as are our people and well 
thought of our air force i'm interested in getting the reports on the navy aircraft because i know they were in 
the strike but to be 52 i'm not confident that they were on the strike i don't know but i hope they were 
effective i think we will need to get the after-action report on those but i think our allies uh deserve a tip of our 
hand here to them in appreciation because those tyron autos are frustrated aircraft and every bit is good in 
many respects as our f-15g let me just point out to our viewing audience right now that uh first of all you were 
just listening to the voice of general siddharthi the former commander of the strategic care command uh we 
are looking at video that we have not had a chance to screen before it is pool video that is being fed in live 
from saudi arabia right now uh and again tony cortesman uh i have to remark on the lack of urgency uh i 
mean with the exception of those couple of guys who were uh running out to the what's that the humvee uh 
and tossing uh the one guy tossing his gear in there just seems to be a remarkable lack of urgency about 
what we're seeing i have to i i have to assume that they are being very selective the military and you're 
watching a bunch of pros yeah you're watching an f-15 here recover ted uh that may be coming back from 
the strike either that or it's taxing 
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strike either that or it's taxing but i think there's another reason why you're not seeing quite that sense of 
urgency this is a very high technology force it is extremely professional you don't have a lot of people running 
around as you would have even in vietnam days when an aircraft took 35 maintenance towers for one flight 
hour in terms of manpower now as a lot of these aircraft are going to get armed refueled and go right out 
again without any maintenance at all yeah we had a we had a a sound bite only yesterday i think uh from 
some sergeant who was saying that they could probably refuel one of these planes and get him up in the air 
again faster than most of us could change the oil in our cars and that's critical it's absolutely critical because 
it isn't how many aircraft there are it is the sortie right if you can fly a plane three times in the day and the 
other side can say and this is typical of the rock you can only fly their planes an average or perhaps half a 
time a day or even a quarter a time a day the numerical ratios don't matter you got six times the capability of 
an iraqi that has nothing like that sortie generation rate all right uh let me just take a short break now and 
point out to you that we'll be coming back to you after the hour but we have to let our local stations identify 
themselves and we're going to take this opportunity to do that our continuing coverage of operation desert 
storm seems like a long time ago five and a half months ago the fear was that the iraqis were trying to do the 
same thing to saudi arabia that they had already done to iraq and the rapid deployment of u.s forces and 
material began here we are now five and a half months later and it has become operation desert storm an 
offensive operation against iraq which began tonight with dozens of sorties maybe even hundreds of sorties 
against iraq and against positions in uh kuwait uh to the best of our knowledge most of the aircraft if not all of 
the aircraft 
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the aircraft if not all of the aircraft let me put it this way there is no word of any u.s aircraft having been shot 
down there is no word of any u.s casualties all of the aircraft are said to have returned safely as the president 
himself put it earlier this evening when at nine o'clock eastern time he delivered a speech from the oval office 
to the united states the battle has been joined let's take a look now at what the president had to say in this 
report from correspondent jeff greenfield just two hours ago allied air forces began an attack on military 
targets in iraq and kuwait the president means no words tonight about his intentions toward iraq we are 
determined to knock out saddam hussein's nuclear bomb potential we will also destroy his chemical 
weapons facilities much of saddam's artillery and tanks will be destroyed but he also tried to answer the 
doubts that at least until the war began divided the country some may ask why act now why not wait the 


answer is clear the world could wait no longer sanctions though having some effect showed no signs of 
accomplishing their objective while the world prayed for peace saturn prepared for war he used the words of 
american soldiers in explaining the need for force we should all sit up and listen to jackie jones an army 
lieutenant when she says if we let him get away with this who knows what's going to be next the president's 
words tonight capped months of rhetoric that described the struggle against iraq in the most stark of terms 
iraq will not be permitted to annex kuwait and that's not a threat it's not a boast that's just the way it's going to 
be the fighting about oil the fight is about naked aggression that will not stand 
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aggression that will not stand our jobs our way of life our own freedom and the freedom of friendly countries 
around the world would all suffer if control of the world's great oil reserves fell into the hands of that one man 
saddam hussein in the end though it is not these words that will decide whether america supports this war as 
in other times it will be the results when a president puts american lives at risk the success or failure of that 
decision will shape that presidency for better or worse i'm jeff greenfield for nightline as we heard a little bit 
earlier in abc news washington post flash poll that is a poll that was taken quite literally since the invasion at 
least the air assault against iraq began that flash poll shows overwhelming support at the moment and of 
course this operation is only a few hours old shows overwhelming support for the president's actions 
standing by live now at the white house is abc news correspondent bill greenwood bill uh one would assume 
at this point that the president's gone to bed has he i think that is very safe assumption ted the lights are out 
in the family quarters which are just about 50 yards in front of me we came in this morning this evening very 
late and found most of the lights out an indication that the president and the executive branch in this building 
feels it's done all it can do will wait now until in the morning when the battle reports come into the situation 
room here at the white house if the president is having any trouble sleeping it apparently is not because of 
his decision but the scores of people who are masked just across from the white house anti-war protesters 
gathered in lafayette park scores of protesters of heavily outnumbered by d.c police who have now blocked 
off much of pennsylvania avenue and have contained the demonstrators shouting very loudly but trying to do 
nothing at this point more than voice their opinions bill uh just to give people a physical sense lafayette park 
is of course right in front of the 
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park is of course right in front of the white house uh where you are right now in the press room at the white 
house can you for example hear them on the outside and is it likely that the president can either you can 
hear them if you go outside of course we have the door closed right now the windows in the presidential 
quarters of the white house are bulletproof meaning they are very thick glass i doubt seriously if the president 
hears them all right we should also point out that even though it is nighttime here and it was during the night 
uh that these air raids were launched against iraq because of the technical superiority of u.s planes and the 
technical superior and the manpower superiority and the ability to fly at night that american pilots have the 
fact that it is now day here it is now early morning in baghdad and therefore uh those operations i'm i'm not 
sure bill do you know are any operations now underway daytime operations we don't know the latest word 
we got from the pentagon was that there were still some planes out i understand that they have not debriefed 
all the pilots they don't seem to have all the information back here yet from the operational zone so i can't 
really tell all right bill un someone is telling me in my ear that we have a tape piece from two of our 
correspondents uh nathan thomas uh and gary shepard who are in baghdad i am not quite clear on when 
this was recorded and it is audio only we do not of course have any live picture coming out of baghdad but 
this is a piece of material that was just recorded a half hour ago let's give a listen now to their description of 
what has been going on in baghdad tonight this is gary shepard abc news baghdad it is now dawn here at 
least it is now an hour after dawn here in baghdad and the uh the air attack began about 20 minutes before 
three o'clock in the morning here in baghdad the sky lit up uh with an 
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the sky lit up uh with an incredible amount of anti-aircraft fire tracer bullets uh rising up from the ground going 
off in all directions perhaps hundreds of thousands of rounds during the air attack which lasted for about 
three and a half hours for a while many of the lights of baghdad remained on the city did not move into a 
blackout mode for perhaps half an hour after the uh the attack began [Applause] we could hear incredibly 
loud explosions occurring all over the city at one point uh several very very large bomb blasts uh lighting up 
the sky on the horizon the attack came in waves uh the tracer bullets would fill the sky like the 4th of july for 
perhaps 10 15 20 minutes and then things would calm down again and then another wave would come in 
and the firing would start again it was an incredible display of modern warfare although on the part of the 
iraqis the estimate is that much of the firing was just happened stands firing into the sky there was no 
evidence swatto ever of any uh of the allied planes uh having been shot down all night long the sound of the 
anti-aircraft fire the bombs echoing in the distance it was uh an incredible display [Applause] at the al rashid 
hotel where most western journalists were staying there was no damage we could see all of this from the 
windows of our offices there were no casualties here at the hotel that we know of all reporters 
correspondents camera crews seem to be safe they are now moving 
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seem to be safe they are now moving about the hotel property this morning we have no estimate of how 
much damage may have been caused by this initial air attack in the persian gulf war it was difficult to see 
from our vantage point in the in the hotel it un appears that communications at least have been knocked out 
here in baghdad all telephone calls out of this iraqi capital seem to have stopped the tower here in the hotel 
is no longer working but other than that we are not being allowed to leave the hotel grounds so it's difficult to 
assess uh damage in other parts of the city the air raid sirens did not come on when the attack began for 
perhaps half an hour or so and they sounded about three hours later just before the sun rose on baghdad 
this morning so the attack lasted for perhaps more than three hours it seemed to cover an extensive area 
around the city the presidential palace region communications center and a number of factories seem to 
have been hit by the bombing we saw huge explosions in several locations where several people who know 
this uh territory very well uh said factories may have been hit at uh several points during the night you could 
hear what sounded like uh whizzing by it was difficult to see them because of the darkness uh but the uh 
tracer fire the uh the red uh stream of bullets would would go up uh in the direction uh from which they were 
flying abc uh newsman nathan thomas uh also witnessed the attack uh during the 
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also witnessed the attack uh during the night uh nathan give us uh your impressions of what you saw our 
vantage point was the seventh floor of the al rashid hotel and from there we could see across the city of 
baghdad in in most every direction and for most of the time that the air battle was going on there was nothing 
to see in the sky except tracer bullets and anti-aircraft fire the sky as far as you could see on the horizon and 
from right to left was nothing but but tracer bullets occasionally we saw explosions that looked like they could 
have been within the city of baghdad however most of what we saw were bursts of light off beyond the 
horizon where all we could see was a flash and really had no idea of what was being hit at that time at all 
during the night as we stayed through the hotel the hotel staff at one point came through the hotel taking 
trying to take everyone down into the bomb shelter that is built into this hotel this hotel was built as a site for 
arab summit conferences and so is built as a very secure building and has a very elaborate bomb shelter in 
the basement most people were taken down to that during during the bombing and during the air raid some 
some of us were able to stay up on the floors and see the entire event what i'm going to do now is try and 
play some audio tape and see if you can hear it is somebody on there who can talk to me yeah yeah fine let 
me just put a tape on and and i'll play a little bit and you tell me it's it's the sound of the gun firing and then i 
do some actuality 
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are you getting that all right looking across baghdad the sky is almost full of red tracers there's a large flash 
over to the left i can see smoke stacks of some factory outlined it's very hard to tell whether it was a bomb 
that has fallen there or whether it was some sort of other explosion it is very bright over there now we can 
see uh much firing by anti-aircraft in that direction much of the city has now been blacked out lights have 
been going off in groups it is obviously the city shutting off the power to dim the lights here in baghdad we 
hear the sound of explosions we feel sometimes the concussion of explosions we don't hear any airplanes 
we don't have so far not seen any planes in the sky a tremendous amount from horizon to horizon of anti- 
aircraft fire most of it red tracer bullets [Applause] the city is silent now it's been almost an hour since the first 
anti-aircraft fire started looking over the horizon the city has been entirely blacked out it took almost a full 
hour before all the lights were turned out in baghdad but that has now 
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turned out in baghdad but that has now happened there is no sound we see all across the horizon no sign of 
any tracers anymore uh on the one highway we can see there is one lone car driving through the dark other 
than that baghdad is a very quiet place at the moment the voice of abc correspondent nathan thomas and 
before him abc correspondent gary shepard that was uh audio tape that was fed in from baghdad uh just 
about 35 40 minutes ago uh and when they are describing as nathan thomas was toward the end there and 
when you could hear the sound of some of that anti-aircraft fire that of course was taking place some hours 
ago when baghdad was still completely dark the air raids came mostly during the night now is uh almost 20 
minutes after 8 o'clock in the morning there and presumably if they get a chance to go out they will be back 
to us later on with some personal assessment of how things look in baghdad today if we can just put up that 
one map of the rocket again that shows baghdad in the in the heart you can see up in the uppermost part of 
the map there baghdad is more or less in the center and down in the southeastern corner is the port city of 
basra and there is news uh ironically enough from the iranians the iranians are saying that basra has been 
very very heavily damaged apparently they say by b-52 raids and stealth fighters that word is coming from 
the iranians who are over to the east there uh neighboring on iraq that's a an extremely important port city uh 
two of the iraqis it is from basra that much of the oil from iraq makes its way into the persian gulf and through 
the persian gulf into the rest of the world one other little piece of news about 35 minutes ago the u.n security 
council which had been in emergency session closed uh that meeting ended at 12 45 a.m there was no 
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meeting ended at 12 45 a.m there was no call for a cease-fire the president of the security council the 
ambassador from zaire was asked when it would be appropriate to call for a ceasefire he said that would 
depend on future developments u.s ambassador thomas pickering was also asked when a ceasefire might 
be called for his answer when all the u.n resolutions are implemented we're going to take a short break we'll 
be back with more from saudi arabia when we come back specialist and analyst and a consultant to abc 
news and the uh former commander of the strategic air command general russell dougherty uh gentlemen i'd 
i'd like you just to stand by as we take a look now and for each of you whenever you think it's appropriate to 
offer whatever commentary or analysis you would like uh of more raw video that is coming in daytime video i 
can't tell you for sure uh but it seems likely that this is uh actually this morning later this morning saudi arabia 
is uh what seven or eight hours ahead of us here on the east coast uh so it would be reasonable that some 
of these pictures would have been taken early in the morning can you tell us general dardy what we're 
seeing here it's a little too early for me to see it may be the f-15es uploading uh if so i'll make a comment that 
might be useful to add to a lot of our people the f-15e was a fighter bomber made out of the basic f-15 we 
use the capability of a good airplane to make another good airplane and yes that is the f-15e you notice it 
has a twin uh seats whereas the f-15 is a single-place airplane the f-15 designs solely as a fighter the f-15e 
stretched and designed as a fighter bomber and a very good one general bernie are those laser guided 
bombs we're watching the white weapons in the foreground they do have that uh and i don't know that they 
would have a full uh load of them let me look at that picture of it yes you see some on there 
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picture of it yes you see some on there they've got a variety of ordinance on that aircraft for uh and they're 
they're loaded for their targets uh with different loads for different targets now those those are fighter 
bombers right general guardian would it be likely that if they expected to have to engage in aerial combat 
that they would be as heavily loaded as they are there uh it could engage in aerial combat and would if it had 
to but its primary mission is to put those bombs on targets and they will try to do that if at all possible uh and 
not expend them needlessly and just in order to lighten themselves for aerial combat tony is that they weren't 
jumped by the way which is something that i think is remarkable there was apparently no active defenses 
employed against our forces are those smart bombs we're looking at i think they are smart bombs ted and of 
course one advantage that i think that we have in that environment is they have so few high capability 
fighters general doherty pointed out they can load up very heavily with those bombs they have very little risk 
of intercept and in most cases they can easily maneuver away and simply drop their munitions and run in the 
odd event they met in iraqi fighter that's going to give us a tremendous advantage in delivering payload we'd 
never have if they had significant air-to-air capability tony the name is almost self-explanatory but but explain 
to us what a smart bomb is and and what advantage that represents for the pilots in terms of being able to 
release them some distance from the target well it ensures rather than coming in close to the target they can 
illuminate the target with a laser the bomb guides itself as it glides down moving veins or other things i'm 
looking at these and really you may see other types here but almost all the munitions this aircraft delivers are 
either very lethal cluster weapons or bombs that have a self-guiding capability that means using its computer 
it can stand off a long way from the target it 
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stand off a long way from the target it doesn't have to go in and within range of the anti-aircraft guns or the 
surface-to-air missiles and if their troops are anything like what we heard in baghdad it's not an air defense 
campaign it's sort of like having the inmates take over the asylum the aircraft were probably gone for minutes 
and the people simply fired into the air for 10 or 15 minutes and you know that in libya when that happened 
actually libyan surface-to-air missiles crashing in the city in urban areas did more damage to libyan civilians 
than the u.s attacking aircraft there may be a lot of places in baghdad today which have effectively been 
bombed by iraqi forces i'm glad you mentioned that tony because that's very true and with what we heard 
tonight coming out of the hotel reports uh it was very heavy indeed so the city is going to literally get rained 
on by its own uh residue general doherty uh again just to to give us a sense of perspective here from how far 
away can those smart bombs be released and i don't know if you got your specs on or whether you can see 
but uh we noticed on the on the nose of those smart bombs uh there's almost like a small window in there 
you saw a protective cap over the window which would be expended that window has an optical glass eye in 
there that picks up the laser spot it can be dropped at very low altitude or it can be dropped some distance 
away or it can be lofted from how from how far away could they actually release those those smartphones 
depending on the altitude of the airplane ted because the airplane is the bomb is not powered it's not a 
rocket uh it's a free-fall bomb so depending on the altitude of the airplane just the trajectory to the ground 
and the forward speed of the bomb when it's released let's say it could be released uh two or three miles 
from a target 
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three miles from a target at four or five thousand feet and on the deck at uh three or four hundred feet uh 
much less distance all right uh before we go to saudi arabia and farah sawyer is standing by live there now i 
just want to ask one more question of tony cordesman i mentioned before the break that there was a report 
from iranian radio saying that the port city of basra has effectively been destroyed at least they're talking 
about some of the military and port facilities that have been destroyed you wanted to make a comment on on 
the importance of basra well there are two things we should bear in mind one that's the key almost all of the 
communications to the 35 divisions that iraq has deployed in or near kuwait are centered around command 
posts logistics supplies water supplies fuel supplies that come out of the basra area but i don't think we 
should take the iranian report seriously and think that somehow the united states was bombing what is a 
civilian city almost all of the targets are well on the outskirts sometimes 5 10 20 miles away i think they saw 


the flashes in the basra area and they assumed that we'd fight the way the war fight the war the way they did 
attacking a civilian city we're almost certainly attacking military targets no actually i i think tony you're doing 
the iranians a bit of an injustice there uh actually tehran radio says the multinational bombing raid nearly 
destroyed military and strategic facilities in the strategic iraqi port city of basra iran's government radio says 
the installations were bombed by b-52s and stealth bombers they make absolutely no observations about the 
civilians so uh i don't know how accurate those reports are but at least that's what the iraqis are saying right 
now well the odd thing ted is the tone of that report is a lot more objective than anything they issued on their 
own forces during the iran iraq war yeah i will weigh in here to say i know of no instance where we have 
deliberately bombed urban areas to kill innocent civilians 
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innocent civilians if we've ever done it it's been because through some failure or some breakdown we have 
missed the target all right let me let me break in now to uh switch over live to saudi arabia where my 
colleague uh farah sawyer is standing by forrest i don't know what you got so just take it away well ted just a 
little while ago you were asking were there any sorties might still be flown right now take this for what it's 
worth as i've been sitting here listening to your uh conversation throughout this past hour i've been watching 
tornadoes which are the fighter bombers flown by saudis and british and f-15es lift off from that royal saudi 
air force base which is about a quarter or third of a mile this way and pass off along to my east and head 
north which is the direction of course of kuwait and iraq now it's possible they could be redeploying more 
likely they've still got some some work to do up there it has been somewhat sporadic maybe 20 25 planes 
over the course of the past hour but they are still lifting off after they have refueled and likely they have re- 
armed it is not nearly the rolling thunder that we saw and heard early this morning about 3 a.m when it all 
began not nearly the kind of tension that we had around here at this hotel where the media is based there 
were as you have mentioned earlier in the broadcast some air raid warnings this shows you uh one of them 
in fact the first one people were rushed out of their rooms as they had been working put on gas masks and 
moved on down to the basement which had been set up as an air raid shelter there were two of those 
warnings both of them turned out to be false at one point they said maybe there was as many as five stud 
missiles that had been thrown toward this uh eastern saudi arabian city where we're based but uh that has 
all turned out to be false right now it's one of the ironies of war that people find a way to go about their 
normal lives no matter what is taking place mark litke has gone out and around the town abc news 
correspondent mark whitney with me to to see how this community is responding to the new reality of war 
here's his 
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to the new reality of war here's his report from the early hours of the attack saudi arabian tv broadcast these 
very nationalistic and militaristic videos called the songs of war but dawn broke over a surprisingly calm 
saudi arabia this is the city of dharan a city always worried because it was within the range of iraqi aircraft 
and missiles the quiet streets this morning were patrolled by police cars but all appeared normal we talked to 
some paramilitary police who were confident that the city was safe now from the possibility of an iraqi attack 
we don't see anything wrong everything's okay many shops here are still closed clearly some saudis 
choosing to stay at home a little longer the most activity was at this bank of international phone booths 
mostly foreign workers calling home to reassure their families that they were safe who are you calling my 
wife yes where in philippine because he is very worried about here in saudi and this situation about the gold 
now that the war in saudis is declared by president bush in some ways the city seems much more relaxed 
this morning much less tense as if the people here are relieved relieved that the long waiting for something to 
happen has finally ended well you'll notice ted that uh we refer to this as a town in eastern saudi arabia we 
don't actually say the name that's because of strict media regulations we are not permitted to actually identify 
it though i suspect there are an awful lot of people who know where we are and certainly the iraqis have 
some sense of where we may be but we're following those rules yeah i was going to ask you forest uh the 
degree to which i mean what we're getting so far and obviously in these early hours of the operation we're 


hungry for any piece of video that we can get but what we're getting is is pool video of uh planes aircraft 
being prepared and we saw some a few minutes ago daylight video i assume that was shot this morning uh 
but what kind of briefings uh are you 
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uh but what kind of briefings uh are you correspondents getting over there and from whom well right now the 
only baristas that are coming out are coming out in riyadh and and from the pentagon here in dahron it is 
deathly still this is really a deployment area the media pools have gone out and most of the media reminders 
as they are called have gone out with them there's not much you're going to find around here now just a little 
uh uh security and that's all we haven't gotten a single briefing at this point we've been getting what 
information we can from riyad and from telephone conversations and of course we're listening to you there is 
a late word that has just come in uh from both the british and the saudis that all of their aircraft and of course 
there were four nations that were involved in these air attacks on iraq and kuwait the four nations being of 
course the united states great britain and saudi arabia and there were even a few kuwaiti aircraft we have 
not yet heard from the kuwaitis and curiously enough not yet heard from the united states in terms of any 
formal announcement that all of the aircraft are back safely there have been suggestions that they're all back 
safely but both the saudis and the british are claiming that all of their missions were successfully completed 
and that the aircraft made uh it back without any loss of life or aircraft what else can you add first well i want 
to add one caution today as you've been looking at this video that's been coming in it really is the obvious 
you know that the pools are taken to those locations where the military permits they're they're seeing only 
those things that the military is showing them and those pictures reflect that this is in that sense a very 
controlled kind of picture that we're able to give to you at this point and i i think we ought to take it with that 
kind of grain of salt foreign thank you very much we're going to take a short break so that our stations can 
identify themselves and we'll be back through however we have heard that cnn is reporting that air raids on 
baghdad have resumed even though it is now daytime they are some eight hours ahead of us uh so that 
would put them at some 22 minutes to 10 o'clock 
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22 minutes to 10 o'clock in the morning and apparently the air raids have resumed there so what president 
bush warned or promised some time ago uh that the war when it begins would be massive and it would be 
instantaneous that clearly is happening at the moment we're going to pull together a few of our colleagues 
from around the world mary dunsmore is standing by riyad barry is there any way that you can confirm in any 
fashion what the operational status is at the moment i realize information is perhaps even in shorter supply 
over there than it is back here i regret to say that it is that i heard say that the briefings were coming out of 
riyadh that was the plan but so far there have been no briefings here what we know we know as a result of 
what the white house and the pentagon and the state department and so on and said the only real statement 
we have received uh here comes from uh major general norman schwarzkopf who was the uh the 
commander of this entire operation and that was really just a message to the men in which he was offering 
uh his his very best wishes and he said this morning we launched operation desert storm an offensive 
campaign that will enforce u.n resolutions that iraq must cease its rape and pillage of its weaker neighbor as 
to the number of of uh foreign planes that were involved in the operations beyond the american plane there 
has been a report that as many as 150 saudi planes were involved in the operation but i have been unable to 
confirm that with the u.s joint information bureau here over more than an hour and a half i think that the 
information is scanning i could just say the obvious that it was an anxious night for the people of riyadh riyad 
is in theory at least outside the range of the uh of the scud missiles but we know that the studs can go further 
than than they used to be able to do they've been modified and it's anticipated that whatever 
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and it's anticipated that whatever scouts come in this direction will be carrying uh poison gas and nerve 
gases and things of that nature so the two alerts that we had during the night involved a lot of people's 
currying around putting on gas masks 
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